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 The purpose for this research is to find out if there have ever been shrines or small 
temples to commemorate the victims of the Nanjing Massacre (also known as the Rape of 
Nanjing). The Japanese bombing of Pearl Harbor on December 7th, 1941 pierced the heart of 
American homeland security. As a result of this military foray, the U.S. entered World War II. 
Less well known is another campaign of Japanese aggression which took place on Chinese 
soil and had a similar effect on Chinese homeland security. That day was December 13th, 
1937 in Nanjing China, the capital of the Nationalist Chinese government. Japan took over 
Nanjing on that fateful day and wreaked havoc over the whole city for what seemed to be for 
eternity. Thousands and thousands of people died, but some survived. Within the city of 
Nanjing there is the Nanjing Massacre Museum. There are also other additions being added 
to the Museum for people to go to and be reminded of those fateful days. 
 Many people come to pay their respects at this place, but what about the government? 
We will see what the Nanjing citizens, survivors, and government officials say about this 
subject. Some questions have been asked to the people of Nanjing. For example, have there 
ever been any shrines or small temples for the Nanjing victims before the Cultural Revolution? 
Why has there only been the memorial to the Nanjing victims? Can offerings be given? What 
offerings can be given? Is it used as a mainly political show of unity and strength? Are there 
any religious shrines people can go to give offerings to the Nanjing victims? What kind of 
beliefs do the Nanjing people have? These questions were answered in length with much 
research done at the Nanjing Memorial Museum. 
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0.1 Summary of History of the Nanjing Massacre 
 Wars are frequent, devastating affairs that cause the death of thousands, even 
millions of people. Furthermore, there are always two sides to a war, the “right” side 
and the “wrong” side as some people say, or more accurately, the winning side and 
the losing side. One of the worst wars in history was the Second World War which is 
also known (in Asia) as the Second Sino-Japanese War. Within Asia, World War 2 
(WW2) started earlier than when it started in Europe. From 1937 until 1945 (eight 
years), the Japanese Imperial Army devastated China's troops and civilians (not to 
mention the other countries that were occupied by Japan during this time; i.e. Taiwan 
[1895], Korea [1910], Palau and Caroline Islands [1914], Mariana Islands [1919], 
Marshall Islands [1920], Manchuria [1931], French Indochina(Cambodia, Laos, 
Thailand, and Vietnam) [1940], Borneo, Guam, Hong Kong, Malaya, Philippines, 
Sarawak, Siam, Wake Island [1941], Andaman Islands, Attu, Burma, Dutch East 
Indies (Indonesia), Gilbert Islands, Kiska, New Guinea, Singapore, and Solomon 
Islands (Guadalcanal) [1942]) 1(“WWII Lost Films” 2009; Appendix: 5.82). 
 The most frequently remembered debated and controversial part of this war 
for China is the Nanjing Massacre. The history of the massacre has been pored over, 
analyzed and critiqued extensively and many publications have been produced; and 
within them, this part of the war is also known as the Rape of Nanjing or Nanking. 
On the other side, the Japanese government refers to it as the Nanjing ‘incident’ and 
not an actual massacre. Although there are many people that still deny the massacre 
happened, there has been a recent siding by some former Japanese soldiers to 
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recognize that this event actually happened 2(“A Japanese Veteran Attempts to Make 
Peace with Haunting Memories” 1998: cnn.com). Today, one can go to Nanjing and 
relive the horrors that happened in those weeks by touring the Nanjing Massacre 
Memorial Hall. The memorial was built in remembrance of the fallen victims of that 
event. Moreover, the family members of the victims and other survivors of the 
horrific, historic event go to an annual ceremony which is held at the Nanjing 
Memorial Hall and which will be discussed later. Though there is this one memorial 
to commemorate the fallen, there appears to be no other shrines or temples built to 
commemorate them. This was very interesting to hear from people that there were no 
temples or shrines for the Nanjing victims. With the knowledge gathered at that time 
in mind, questions were formed to investigate the possible reasons for no temples or 
shrines. Why are there no apparent shrines or small temples to the Nanjing massacre 
victims? Were there any after WW2 or before the Cultural Revolution? The purpose 
of this thesis is to find out what shrines/small temples there were in the past, if any of 
those temples were for the Nanjing victims and why there was or wasn’t any then or 
now. Through researching on the internet, there appeared many temples in Nanjing, 
however these temples are used for Confucius, Buddhist or other purposes other than 
commemorating the dead (explained further in chapter two). Another condition that is 
pertinent to this thesis is the explanation of the cultural religion that exists in China 
which is known as Chinese folk religion. 
 Chinese folk religion is an integral part of Chinese culture and the society. 
Depending on what region of China a person goes to, the beliefs can be different; and 
even from person to person in that region can be different. Nevertheless, one fact 
seems to remain the same; and that is the belief of ghosts and/or spirits. For example, 
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in Chinese folk religion, when a person or people die violent deaths and there is no 
one to take care of their souls they become wandering ghosts3. This is the belief of the 
Fujian and Taiwan people that follow the folk religion (cf. Harrell 1974; Jordan 1972; 
Nelson 1974; Weller 1987; Wolf 1974; Yu 1990). While researching the belief of 
wandering ghosts, they seem to play a big part in folk religion and in the Nanjing 
massacre. According to the beliefs of Chinese folk religion, while these victims died 
horrifically, it should be up to the living survivors to remember those who died and 
“take care” of their needs (ibid.). Also, there are three major theories as to why no 
temples or shrines have been built within the city of Nanjing or anywhere else in the 
vicinity of Nanjing. Discussion on the history of the massacre, the explanation of folk 
religion and ghosts, the theories for no shrines, and people refusing to talk will be 
disclosed in chapter four. Furthermore, another aspect being discussed in chapter two 
is the annual ceremony held at the Nanjing Memorial even though there is no actual 
shrine to the victims. 
 Political debates have been going on since the end of the Second World War; 
especially between China and Japan. According to 4Yang Daqing (1999: 843), “To 
many observers, the Rape of Nanjing thus represents an emotionally charged and 
highly politicized subject”. There have been disagreements as to the legitimate 
existence of the massacre, whether or not the massacre should be placed in Japanese 
history books, and the amount of indemnities that are owed to China from Japan, and 
so on. All of these topics along with others have been debated about for decades with 
no final agreement yet.  
On the other hand, there has not been much religious discussion about this 
                                                        
3 Harrell 1974; Jordan 1972; Nelson 1974; Weller 1987; Wolf 1974; Yu 1990 
4 Yang. 1999. Convergence or Divergence? Recent Historical Writings on the Rape of Nanjing. The 
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event in history. Many people focus on what happened in the past, how it is effecting 
the relations at present and how it might affect future ties between China and Japan. 
From exhausting as many research sources as possible, I have found that there is 
nothing on the subject of the effect of religion in the topic of the Nanjing Massacre. 
Although there are no apparent primary sources (books and scholarly journals) for this 
specific topic, much research will be based off of research of shrines and temples 
from other provinces of China and on the evidence of wandering ghosts within those 
provinces as well. 
0.2 Research Significance 
 For this research, the objective has been to find out about whether there is or 
ever were any small temples or shrines commemorating the victims of the Nanjing 
Massacre. The significance of this research is to reveal the religious angle that has 
infiltrated the political/patriotic orientation towards the Nanjing Massacre. One visible 
feature that must be discussed is Chinese folk religion and its belief of when someone 
dies a violent death (discussed in chapter three) one becomes a wandering ghost (cf. 
Harrell 1979: 519; Scott 2007: 92; Wolf 1974: 147 & 273; Yu 1990: 50). Also made 
clear within the folk religion, the living would take responsibility to "satiate" the 
ghosts’ needs in order to keep them from becoming angry and/or violent.5 The 
Nanjing massacre had thousands of people die horrific, violent deaths. With that in 
mind, the people of Nanjing would have some sort of obligation to the "ghosts" of the 
victims (cf. Jordan 1972: 34; Harrell 1977: 56; Scott 2007: 91). Another important 
part of this research is the differences between how society (the Chinese citizens) and 
the Chinese government choose to commemorate the victims. Through the chapters, 
                                                        
5 Yu Guanghong. 1990. Making a Malefactor a Benefactor: Ghost Worship in Taiwan. Bulletin of the 
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there will be discussion about the way citizens remember the dead compared to the 
way the government remembers the dead. 
 A basis that will help understand the social and governmental reality of the 
Nanjing Massacre is the culture of the country itself. Chinese culture has also been 
enriched by the diverse beliefs of Buddhism, Daoism and other religions. To learn 
about the religious part of the Nanjing Massacre is important for all people to know 
because it is part of the Chinese culture and society. Plus, temples and shrines have 
been in place all over China for centuries; and so the existence of a small temple or 
shrine to the victims should be important to the Chinese people. The hope for this 
research is to help give more understanding and knowledge of what happened in the 
past during the Nanjing Massacre, what is going on now with tensions in Asia and 
what might happen in the future between Japan and other Asian countries. 
0.3 Research Methods 
 During this research, I conducted interviews with 450 people native to the 
Jiangsu province and all of them except for one were originally from Nanjing. 
However, out of these interviews, 405 of them only answered two questions from the 
survey and nothing else; which led to throwing out most of the interviews and only 
using 45. These people ranged from 25 - 78 years old and were asked a series of 
questions (Appendix: 2.0). Some of the questions were about the belief in ghosts; 
other questions about temples/shrines for ghosts, and the rest were about reasons for 
not having small temples or shrines to commemorate the victims (Appendix: 4.1; 4.2). 
The nature of this research was of more qualitative research in finding out people’s 
opinions, thoughts and reasoning which cannot be measured quantitatively. However, 
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that will show a representation of what people’s beliefs are. The graphs and tables in 
the Appendix, show the statistics of only those 45 interviewees that completed as least 
75% of the interview. The reason to why the majority of the interviewees did not 
answer the open ended questions is yet to be discovered.  
After all the interviews were conducted, I created graphs to display the data 
found. The first graph exhibited about the interviewees’ belief in ghosts. Out of all the 
people interviewed, 28 people answered that they did not believe in ghosts while 12 
believed (Appendix: 4.1). There were two other selections as well; sometimes or do 
not know. Two people answered that they sometimes believe in ghosts and there were 
three who did not know if they believed or not (Appendix: 3.1). Within another graph 
was drawn up on the people’s answers to the building of a separate shrine/memorial 
or temple. A total of 23 people said there should not be one built while only 16 said 
one should be built. The other 6 interviewees checked the box for ‘I don’t know’ for 
this question (Appendix: 4.2). Out of the 10 percent who would give answers, there 
was four people that gave very well thought out answers and went above and beyond 
the questionnaire to discuss further ideas of the Nanjing Massacre. The other 41 
people would answer the questionnaire with brief answers to the open ended questions. 
This next section will discuss the multiple difficulties and obstacles that needed to be 
overcome. Many of the problems that occurred were primarily physically ailments 
while other interferences were more about the timing, interviews, and other factors.  
0.4 Research Difficulties 
 During the one year of research and data gathering, there were many 
limitations and obstacles that came into my way. The very first problem started in 
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done until very late in December. The physicality was from two broken ankles. This 
incident made me postpone my trip to Nanjing for at least three months which 
postponed me from conducting interviews. During that time of confinement, I tried to 
search for significant resources online. Some were found under English searches, 
however much of the information was found in Chinese sources. Unfortunately, I 
cannot read Chinese and so had to rely on the English resources. Moreover, friends 
also tried to help me find resources from the library; however, many of the resources 
were also in Chinese. 
For the trip to Nanjing, it had to be cut short because of physical issues and 
very low finances. This initially caused me to print less surveys out, making my data 
sampling smaller. Moreover, I had to live outside of the city center. This was more 
cost effective, but there was the disadvantage of not staying in the center of the city 
where I wanted to conduct the interviews. Less time was spent in the inner city 
because of where I stayed and so the data is based more on people that live on the 
outskirts of the city and not from the inside. Another problem was the time of arrival 
in Nanjing for the field research. It was just before the Spring Festival and that was 
the only time possible to get up there within the time limit the University gave for the 
deadline of the thesis draft. With that in mind, professors that I was seeking out for 
interviews were unavailable because they were traveling, finishing up their classes, or 
grading papers. A third problem was not being able to get an interview with the 
director of the Nanjing Massacre Memorial museum. Many times I tried to call and/or 
send emails to the director and to his secretary. However, there was no answer back 
anytime; and so I have no data to add to the thesis that could have been beneficial to 
the research. So, the data gathered was yet smaller than what I wanted. 
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